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1E unfortunate diſputes with the 4 | 
| Colonies, revived by the impoſition: 0. e 


meſtic conteſts in which..the Engi Nation felt 
itſelf for the time more. nearly. interefied, though, 


celery to kate and introduce the 1 
;mpoting! nr Rn, ei, 
os kev — A. P. Se 5989: ae e 


by den manual * . . nn. Liar 
finite extent, with zy flares places, or appont- 
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rovenue. The AR indeed provided, that after al 
ſuch miniſterial warrants under the ſign manual 
as are thought proper and neceflary ſhall be i, 
Jed, the reſidue of the revenue ſhall be at the di- 
poſill vf Parltatnedt: But who, it wits aſked, can 
ſuppoſe ſuch warrants wi] ever be ſatisfied till Mi- 
. niſters reer 
deset laſt, ſaid = Member of the Houſe Gli. 
Hartley), to be only the crumbs that fall from the 
bor ors tec MEA ere are 


the aaipices'of the Chancellor of: th | 
He. Qs Dare, pail no Af. 
| here the Commiſion rived inthe autumn 
| 5 On 2107 Gen n i 8285 Ralle Viki 
5 $6/Coloiics, inccopſequence'of the n un- 
alte meafures adopted by England, have * 
"ho —_— 1 Were thor nfined their 


'S E O * 0 E ni. BT 
cluded | any deep or accurate mobil gation: of right, 
admitted the exerciſe of a. diſcretionary legiſlative 
authority in the Parliament of Great Britain. They 
had admitted the diſtinction between raiſing money 
as the mere incidental produce of regulating du- 
ties, and for the direct purpoſe of revenue; but 
now they argued more boldly, and as ſpeculatiſts 
more conſiſtently, in ſaying, that if the Parliament 
of Great Britain bas no right to tax us internally, 
they have none to tax us externally ; and if they 
have no right to tar us without our conſent, they 
can haye none to goyern or to Legiſſate for 6 
without our conſent. "Theſe reaſonings, ſo natural = 
and obvious in preſent circumſtances, when. the 
power of the Mother Country was, in the appre- 
henfion, of every American, employed to the pur- 
poſes of oppreſſion, prove in a iriking manner the 
unexampled folly of Great Britain, in riſquing the 
diſcuſſion of a right ſo problematic and pregarious. 
The only juſt and ſolid baſis of the authority of 
Great r in over. the Colonies, was that of comy | 
mon, utility; ſanGtioned by long preſcription. and 
 waiverſal, acquieſeence, | But when the apt 5 
of Great Britain was exerted for her open ſeparate 5 
1 in a manner unauthorized hy cuſtom, 
acknowledged by thoſe. qyer em it u 
ante by mers dint of fuperior Wn id in 
wk. be bp ona fea. tyragng, to W hic 
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To attempt to dern a "whole dun in a mode 

by abhorrent from their feelings, principles, and | pre- 
judices, is a complication of folly and wickedneks; ; 
and the counſels of Great Britain at this Period 

y were governed by 1 a ſpirit. of infatuation, which it 
is difficult to .analyſe into. any of the common 

2 of human action, and which/ excites our 
aftoniſhment at least as Rrongly as our indignation 


1 1 1 


or regret. 5 ns 

„ * 1768, the Kb i Mallu 
"13 Bay tranſmitted, by. their Speaker, a circular letter to 
_ the different Colonies, in. which they Tecommend 
to the reſpective Colonial Legiſlatures to take into 

| joint confideration the meafures j it may | be proper to 

adopt for the redreſs of their common. grievances, 

particularly ſpecifying the late Ads impoſing « du- 

ties and taxes on America, and expreſſing their 

15 firm confidence in the King, their common head 

and father, that the united and dutiful fapplications 

of his diftreſed American ſubjeds will meet with 

his royal and favorable . No fooner 
Vos this non in England, than Lord Hillſborough 
3 3 tranſmitted inſtructjons to FOVETNO! Bernard, in bs 
„ Majeſty's name, [cl 01 as the Zeneral Cc | 
2298 again afſembled, to ke uire of the Houſe of Re 
V Peſentatives' *to RESCIND the refolution "which 
| * gave birth to the circular letter from the Speaker, 
74 8 0 decke their 1 of, and Gillen 
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pirit of a mandate he French. King to his Par- 
it could no 


* 
+ * 


4 


re us: incom 


l 


— 
- 
*- 


— — — 2 


to.reſcind 2 ee 


er 


4 


1. 


* 
8 


r 
= STII. SS 


=o £4 


2 


: 
— 
* * 


S OE 
> 


LE — Phe 
n 


N. 0 8 


1 
8 r 


2 ee * 


le, bol bow e | Suthry, Hitto all ines a per 


Ae _ muſt take the liberty to teſ- 
«lp, V ar ety o dee 8e we it to be 


A e de ee of a Miniſter 
"we Have left us but a vain ſemblance of liberty. 
e 
N Voted wor 


F 10 0 b 
te debate which preceded this reſolution, a Mem- 
ber of the Afſeinbly nid, When Lord Hillibo- 
rough knows'that we will not reſcind our Acts, he 
| "THoul apply to rliament to reſcind theirs. Let 
Brin refined er me fo e = decay 
* * "Ati ts une that Land Hillſborough t 


; rr th | 


CL it 5 : 


a howeves for the letter, of 


on the meaſures to be purſued in the proſent | , ' 
upon which: that Aſſemibly alſo was diſſoved. 2 * 
were tranſmitted by Lord: Hillſborough to 1 

;to diffolve the Aſſembly, of Penn- | 5 
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the conveners of eee of an high ene, 
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denied by che Governor, 


| conſider the pedale the) 


lech, dur thoſe eee of the 


Por IR may be made to KEPENT their RASHNESS, 


en. A number of votes expreflive 


of the agitation of the public mind were unani- 


mouſly paſſed, and amongſt them is a. reſolve, that 


thoſe inhabitants who are not provided with arms 


be requeſted to furniſh themſelves ſorthwith. On 
the firſt of October 1768, the troops landed under 


cover of a conſiderable fleet, conſiſting of fourteen 


* wt; a deſcriptions, lying i in the 


od, dove deen OY flying, with a train 
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Ing and determining the 6 ſaid e 
m, purſuant to the ſtatute nf nfs 
of Henty VI” In reply his Majeſty affured them, 
_ * that he would not fall in the oor wee 
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. Prox nce of Maſſachuſetts to conDIEN ronien- 
. MENT.” Thus was an obſolete/and tyraninical ſta- 
5 of the moſt arbitrary of of tl nat 
rerived i in the reign of George III. in the rain 
baope to ſubdue that unconquerable pirit'of er 
© In America, Which only blazed "the mon 
29 dangerouſly for the r repe mpt 
kbelm of an i ns 
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only that diſputes your right, but every part. They 

tell you with one voice, from one end of the Con- 
tinent to the other, hut you have no right 10 tam 
Americu. When this Addrefs reached the weſtern 
hure of me — ne ee 
Virginin, on this comin; Ahmed the my 

equal. ſpirit and firmneſs. On the 16th May 
(1769) they came to ſeveral reſolutions, copies of 
which they! ordered. their a to tranſmit to 


and to requeſt their concurrence. Theſe: reſolu- 


tions N * that. 16 ſole right of impoſing. 
taxes on the inhabitants of the Colony is now, and 


eee; in the Houſe of Burgeſſes, with 
conſent of the Council, and of the King, or Geo- 
vernor ſor the time being: That it is the privi- 
lege of the inhabitants to petition their Sovereign 
ber redheſs'of grievances; and that it is Jawful'to 
procure the concurrence of his Majeſty's other Co- 
lonies in dutiful Addreſſes, praying the royal in- 
terpoition in favour of the violated rights of 
Amerien : That all trials for treaſon; or mifpri 
of treaſon, here committed, ought to be in ad 5 
beſore his Majeſty's Courts within the ſaid Colony ; | 
| {ind that ae eue AAAS RS ied: be- 
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Brit dated“, Theſe reſolutions were followed 
by a Jumble Hamit to the King, deſeeching his 
yal interpoſit mi ds of his loyal 
Since in eee to-avert thoſe. dan- 
gers and miſeries which will.enſue from a depar- 
1 from: the antient rules and maxims of Govern- 
ment. The next day, Lord Bottetourt, the Go- 
en declared to the Aſſembly, that theſe reſolu- 
tions had made it his duty to diſſolve them; and 
that they were diſſolved accordingly. The Aſſem- 
bly immediately voted n into à Conyen- 
tion, and choofing the late Speaker, Peyton Ran- 
_ Eſq. Moderator, they entered unanimouſly 
an Aſſociation againſt importing, not only the 
5 eee but wines and other articles; 
and the ſimple recommendations of this Conven- 
tion had throughout the province all the ſorce and 
efficacy of law. The neighbouring province of 
- Maryland followed the example of this great and 
leading Colony, in reſpect to the non · importation 
agreement; and the North Carolina Aſſembly 
adopting, by an expreſ vote, the reſolutions paſſed 
dy Virginia, were alſo diſſolved by Governor Tryon. 
The General Court of Maſſachuſetts being call- 
ed together in the courſe; of the ſummer 1769, 
in conformity to their charter, immediately pre- 
: ſented an Addreſs to his Excellency. the Governor, 
or Nee eee e 


1 — 


I 


vieh h ce Govern rn der aur the an We «that 
he had no authority” over his Majefty's 8 ſhips in 
this port, or bis troops within this town.“ ne 
| Houſe refuling to proceed to buſtneſs while "they 
were furrounded with an armed force, the Gover- 
nor adjourned the Court to the town of Cambridge; 
ſoon after which they paſſed reſolutions fimilar to 
thoſe of Virginia; ;" and” alfo a vote, . that the 
ſending "an armed force” into the Colony, under 
pretence of aſſiſting the civil power, is highly dan- 
gerous to the people, un ced: d, and uncon- 
ſtitutional. The Governor calling upon them to 
declare, whether they n or would not make 
roviſion for the troops agrecably' to the unk. 
of the Act of + Partament's the Houſe an- 
ſwered, 0 8 we cannot conſiſtently with our ho- 
nor or leren much leſs with the duty we owe 
to be eee 3 to we never ſhall make any 5 
_ Funds for th the purpoſes i in Jour Ter veral 
the ogy © fey 1770, to meet 4 . ; 
ton. "The rf ers adopted by | the Britiſh Par- 
liament, for tran! 550 bern from "America in / 


wounded by ben cruel Per, 


| we confider,” * toy * ee Pr the EDS 
. . all thoſe who. hall davy 1 engage in 
ade the adele 3 your Majeſty, or 
the FEE, een ar. 
1 0 Ko — 


dare on cryin 0 ee 
jon 83 
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iting on glaks, paper; and colors, But America 
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yas now to much ned eee caſi- 
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4 morning along 4 publi 
woked by inſulting words 
| gage" i party of bis evititales to teck the rope- 
"* , The battle being indecifive, it was deter- 
41 mine d to ght it out on the Monday. The popu- 
lace being i in | the interim fully appriſed of the in- 
a tended enodunter, aſſembled in great numbers 
d with abs aud other weapons at the time 
2 the: bells alſo es. fo ad larum, 


being Herd tn all bert of we eit ye © The mob 
which "ag were with beer hep-ph — 
Ou ———.— e- ee . 


| GOO ER MM 
ande Blow was ai ed by one of them at 5 — 
Preſton,” On which confuſed noiſe of © Fire!” was 
heard;' And ſeveral pieces being diſcharged, ten or 
ä wehen 3 were killed or wounded. The 
3 10w. beat every where to arms! and the 

anus 0 the amount of many thou- 
ſands: but the Governor at length making his 64 
pearance in perſont they were prevailed upon, it 
being now moonlight, to diſperſe. The next morn- 
ing the people again collected in vaſt bodies, and 
the Governor uſſernbling a Council was urged to 
order the immediate removal of thetroops; to which. 
he moſt reluctantly aflented, being told by Mr. 
Oliver the Lieutenant Governor, that he had no 
© other option but to comply, or leave the province. 
On this removal the ferment began to ſubſide. 
In the mean time, Captain Preſton and others were 
committed to priſon, in order to take their trial, as 
not having acted under the ſanction of the civil 
magiſtrate; and the funeral of the four perſons 
killed in the late riot was celebrated with great and 
pompous ſolemnity, being followed by an immenſe 
concourſe of people, and the proceffion cloſed by 
along train of carriages belonging to the principal 
inhabitants of the town. Notwithſtanding the ve- 
hement indignation excited by the late tranſa&tions, 
Captain Preſton and the other priſoners, after a full 
and fair trial, were by a verdi& worthy of the higheſt 
mY honeurably a” two only * Who 
Vox. II. IA . were 


i» 


Patriot, a hero, a martyr to libe ty, ALGERN 
Srpxxr, Tis mens fine aſfectu; without any re- 


V oon . 


were found guilty of manſlaughter. Mr. Qui 
and Mr. Adams, counſel for Na. prifonen,. the 
themſclres warm partiſans of liberty, exerted jock 
utmoſt ability in their defence. We muſt, ſai 
one of theſe gentlemen, addreſſing the Jury, . 
| ourſelves againſt prepoſſeſſions which! contaminate 
the fountain of juſtice. Toyour candor and i impar- 
_ tiality L ſubmit the priſoners and their cauſe, The 
Lax, in all viciſſitudes of government, fluctuations 
of paſſion, or flights of enthuſiaſm, will preſerve a 
_ iegdy undeviating courſe... To uſe the words of a 
5, ALGERNON N 


gard to perſons it commands, that which is good, 
and it puniſhes that which is evil; it is deaf, inexo- 
_ rable, inflexible. On the one hand, it is inexorable 
to the cries and lamentations of the priſoners; on 
the other, it is deaf, deaf as an adder, to the cla- 
mors of the populace.“ 1 
On the 31ſt May, 1770, the Aftembly of 
Maſſachuſetts was convened. at Cambridge. The 
_ Houſe immediately preſented a remonſtranceto the 
| Governor againſt its being held there, or at any 
other place than Boſton, and, by a majority. of ninety 


voices, voted it to be a grievance, and reſolved not 


to proceed to buſineſs; on which the Governor pro- 
rogued them to the month of July. On re: aſſem- 
bling, they perſiſted in their former reſolution „and 


nn ee, to eee, In an Ad- 
| dress 


8h98 
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dreſs to the Governor, previous to the laſt; proroga- 
tion, the Aſſembly, with minds apparently oppreſſed 
by gloomy and prophetic forebodings, infiſted upon 
the right of the people to appeal to Heaven in diſ- , 
putes between them and perſons in power, when 
there is an abuſe of power. * We would, however, 
ay they, eee underſtood to ſuggeſt that 
this people have occaſion at preſent to proceed to 
ſuch extreinity: yet, Pa Shed and; cruelties too 
many to be enumerated, too melancholy to be much 
longer Wen by t is people, we have ſeen brought 
upon us. On the third meeting of the Aﬀembly; - 
September 26, the Governor informed them that 
the garriſon at the caſtle in the pay of the province 
was to be withdrawn by order of his Majeſty, and 
the fortreſs to be garriſoned by regular troops; and 
that his orders were, to deliver it up to ſuch officer 
as General Gage ſhould direct to take the command 
of it. The Aſſembly in reply obſerved, & If the cuſ- 
tody and government of the fortreſs be now lodged 
with the military power, independent of the ſu- 
preme eivil magiſtrate. within this juriſdiction, it is 
ſo eſſential an alteration of the Conſtitution as — 
july alarm a free people. The Houſe, from the 
neceſſity of the caſe, now proceeded to buſineſs ; and 5 
before the prorogation, * eſtabliſhed a. Commit- 1 
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nvene da and againſt dl ob 

rtion of pbwer the Aſſembly again re- 

nor itiforming the Houſe, that by his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions he was forbidden to give his affent to any 
9 La ane —— of me Cuſtoms, 


jeſty's 'Cuftoms. nora revenue his MARS 
] — 4 At to eſtabliſh in North America. We 
know and feel a tribute levied and extorted from 
thoſe, ho, if they have property, have a right to the 
abſdlute diſpoſal of it.. The ſeſſion ee 1 

| infullen flence, or angry recrimination. 
On the ſuceeeding year, May 1772, the Genera 
Court being again convened at Cambridge, the 
Governor acquainted the Houſe, that his Majeſiy 
had made proviſion for his ſupport; een een the 
Houſe, by a meſſage to the Governor, declared, 
the makin; proviſion for his Excetleney's fup- 


port, independent of the grants and acts of the Ge- 
neral Aﬀembly, and the Governor's receiving the 
fame, is an infraction upon the rights of the inhabit- 
ants granted by the royal charter.” An /unfortunate 
incident Lamar reel me _ lace” 


N K. GO EOR GE mk 21 
Caſpee armed ſchooner, an officer very obnoxious = 
by his extraordinary zeal and vigilance in the exe- 
cution of the revenue laws, falling in with the Pro- 


vidence packet, employed in the tranſportation of 
goods and paſſengers to Newport, ordered by ſignal 
the maſter to lower his colors; which being diſre- 
carded, he fired a ſhot at the packet and chaſed. 

It being near high water, the packet ſtood cloſe. in 
run aground in the chaſe. The Gaſpee accordingly 
was ſoon faſt ; and; the tide having now done flow- 
ing, could by no means diſengage herſelf. S0 f- 
rorable an opportunity of revenge on a man uni- 


rerfally deteſted, could not eaſily again oceur, In 


the night a number of whale· boats filled with armed 
made themſelves maſters of the veſſel, which they 
immediately ſet on fire and burnt with all her ſtores; 
and though a reward of gol. was offered for the 
diſcovery of theſe daring offenders,” no evidence 
could be obtained againſt them. This event gave 
riſe to an AR of the Britiſh Parliament, by which 
wilfully and maliciouſſy to deſtroy his Majeſty's . 
ſubjects the offender, as well in America as England, 
to a trial at the pleaſure of his Majeſty a: any county 
of Great=Britain. ' Such are the progreffive fteps 
by which Tyranny forges his chains, and peoples his 
dungeons, A Government which has loſt the cons - 
„ ffldence 
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c ence of its ae is urged to oppo nt re 
by neceſſity than inclination. 
" The Judges of the Superior Court of the Maſs. 2 
| en rde eser 
the Crown, had hitherto depended on the General 
Aſſembly for the continuance of their - ſalaries ; but 
they had now ſalaries ſettled upon them by his Ma- 
Jeſty, ſo that the balance of the Conſtitution was in 
this reſpect entirely ſubverted ; both the weights of 
Juſtice, as was obſerved, being by this means put into 
the ſame ſcale. Of all the arbitrary innovations of 
the : Britiſh Government, none excited greater re- 
ſentment, or was deemed more dangerous, than 
this. Nothing, indeed, could be more oppoſite to 
the genius of the Britiſh Conſtitution, which regards 


the independency of the judicial power on the exe- 


_ cutive as one of the moſt important bulwarks of 


liberty. Committees of Correſpondence had been 
12 eee eſtablifhod in the different towns and 

wnſhips throughout the province: and the ſpirit 
which now pervaded the Continent may be conjec- 
tured from the reſolutions paſſed by the municipal 
bodies, amongſt which, thoſe of the town of Peter- 
ſham may be cited as exhibiting a curious ſpecimen 
of that religious enthuſiaſm by which the inhabit- 
ants of New England were once ſo ſtrongly marked, 
and which combined with political enthuſiaſm and 
experience ſhows how eaſily they coaleſce=-gives 
| . eee —— the ve — 

2 } nin 


non ms „ 


of energy of which' it is capable. I. Reſolved, - 
That with a Governor appointed e Great Bri- 
tain during pleaſure; with a large ſtipend dependent 
upon the will of the Crown, with nnn 
aud military, ſubject to his appointment or conſent, 
with a caſile in the hands of Ang army ſta- 
tioned in the very bowels of the land, no people can 
ever be truly free. II. That the Parliament of 
Great Britain uſurping and exercifing a legiſlative 
authority over, and extorting an unrigbteous revenue 
from theſe: colonies, is en diuine and human 
laws. The late: appointment of ſalaries to be yu 


and undes depend o on mere will on 3 
completes a ſyſtem oſ bondage equal to any ever ſa- 
bricated by the combined efforts of the ingenuity, 
malice, fraud, and wickedneſs of man. III. That it is « 
he opinion of this town, that a deſpotic arbitrary Go- . 
vernment is the kingdom of this world, as ſet forth in 
the New Teſtament, and has a direct tendency to 
link a people into a proſound ſtate of ignorance 
and irreligion; and that if we have an eye to our 
own and poſterity's happineſs, not only in this 
world but in the world to come, it is our duty to 
oppoſe ſuch a Government. The inhabitants * 
Peterſnam conclude with a . « that it is 
highly becoming towns and individuals to humble 
| — beſore * Gos, ſeriouſly to 
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neee een 
of the land; and they expreſs their confide | 
Goo wil not ſlr thi nd, where the Goſpel hat 


ſize ap wing ol lie truth; und än his: own time 
ſpirit his people to ſtand up ſor his cauſe, and de- 
Urver them. In à ſimilar belief that Patriot of 
Nee eee 


rious REVOLUTION.” The 
gerated language of theſe. reſolutions is itſelf. a 
moſt ſtriking evidence of that diſeaſed and dan- 
gerous ſtate of the publie mind which could prompt 
theſe effuſions of enthuſiaſtic zeal, By a long ſe- 
ries of acts of irritation and oppreſſion on the part 
of Britain, a ſpirit of reſentment, ſcarcely ſhort of 


Phrenſy, was excited throughout America. All 
ſeemed to fee] the influence of “the madding 


hour; and by the natural and determinate opera- 
tion of a ſyſtem deteſted and deteſtable, a fyſtem 
by which the og 1 . 


wennde prey, TBE ap 

During the ſeffion of the Maſlichuſetts Ant | 
bly, in the ſummer of 1973, a diſcovery was made 
which added freſh fuel to the flame long ſince 
kindled in that province. eee 
i 1 Houſe of Repreſentati . 
boſſeſon of Grun letters written in olefins) 
by the Governor: Hutchinſon, the Lieutenant Go- 


vernor Oliver, and hers, to divers of their friends 
and nde in England, in which they 


expreſs themſelves very freely on the fituation o 
affairs in America; and their ſentiments are ſuch as” 
might reaſonably be expected from their public 
conduct.” "The vriters appear to have been men 


viewing 25 which were paſling before 3 
them through # thick" cloud of prejudice, reſent- 
ment, and intere | they diſcover an * pou 


| ſupport of its Wr F and in their laudable 
anxiety for the Te-eſtabliſhment of order and tran- 
- quillity, they ſeemed not in the leaſt to ſuſpect, that 
of ſuch" meaſures à civil war my be the e invvitable' 

: "ACE r they the 1 1 wr T ; | ; 
to compxchend, that far other ties than n military | 
4 force 


5 
: 
822 


s {ft 


2 | than to deſeribe. This, ſays Mr. 


Mother C me Eng Theſs letters were, wit Aa clicenſs 
which cannot be juſtified, even though prompted 
by motives the moſt patriotic, tranſmitted by Dr. 
Franklin to his conſtituents at Boſton, upon whom 
they made an impreſſion much eaſier to conceive 
. utchinſon, i In 
one of bis letters, is moſt certainly a eriſis. If no 
meaſures ſhall have been taken to ſecure: the de- 
pendence of the Colonies, beſides ſome declaratory 
dacks and reſolves, it is all over with us. There 
muſt be an abridgment of what are called Engliſo 
liberties; and he lays it down as a maxim, that a 
5 Colony cannot enjoy all the liberty of the Parent 
State. I wiſh, ſays he, the good of the Colony, 
when I wiſh to ſee ſome farther: reftraint of liberty 
rather than the connection with the Parent State 
his hopes that proviſions for diſſolving the commer- 
dial combinations, and for inflickting penalties on thoſe 
ho do not renounce them, would be made as ſoon 


as Parliament meets. Mr. Oliver, the Lieutenant 7 


wernor, intimates that the officers of the Crown, 
e. the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
ges, ought to be made independent of the peo- 


= e ſays he, Nn 1 atze ig icin 
wa. 


ron Ane Goveroment, he affinins 
too weak to ſubdue the turbulent ſoirit,. 1 Ber. 
ſinuates the expediency of TARKIxe or thoſe 
perſons whom he ſtyles © the original incendiaie 

He wiſhes for the inſtitution of an order of Patri- 
cians, and aſſerts the neceſſity of an ALTERATION 
or THE CHARTERs.” The Aſſembly, thrown into 
a violent flame by the reading of theſe letters, una- 
nimouſly reſolved, © that the tendency and defign 
of the ſaid letters was to overthrow the Conſtitution 
of this Government, n to introduce arbitrary 
power into the Province; and a petition was im- 
mediately voted to the King, to remove the Go- 
vernor Hutchinſon, and the Lieutenant Governor 
Oliver, n ever from the Wann of the P F N 


nine. 


This a PETITION 0 tranſmitted to the Ant 
of e Aſſembly, Dr. Franklin, was by him deli- 
vered to Lord Dartmouth; and on its being pre- 
ſented to the King, his Nuten Heiße his plea- 
ne ranklin w. 
ſummoned in his official capacity as Agent of the 
Province, in ſupport of the petition. Mr. Wed- 
derburn, now Lord Lough t 
of Great Britain &, appearing as counſe 
| fendants, delivered in that capacity againſt me 
1 5 * hy Houſe of u e b the Profile 
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| dere oecalion Ee ever hand in the 
urg Rande in the Wen of the Fo move and 


help of his own ſpecial confidents and party 
ers, firſt made the Aſſembly Bis agent in carrying 
on his on ſecret deſigns, he now appears before 


pour Lordſhips to give the finiſhing ſtroke to the 


work of his own hands. How theſe letters came into 
poſſeſſion of any one but the right owners, is a 
myſtery for Dr. Franklin to explain, Your Lord- 
_ ſhips know the train of miſchiefs wich followed 
this concealment . After they had been left for 
five months to have their full operation, at Lag 
comes out a letter, which it is impoſſible 
without horror, expreſſive of the 
e malevolenee. My Lords, what _— 
fiction only had penned ſor the breaſt of a cruel 
African, De. — has e nod eee 


83 


Tr a Fe. Tis . now . etwas oh „ 
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eee deep ei. 


71 ? ys 


a Orig tranſwilſion. of. theſe we duel 
was hate between Mr. Whately, brother to the correſſ pondent 


of 15 two Governors, and his Trigg Mr, Temple, who muto- 


RF 
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jy ee es e ſupport 8 
aganiſt his Majeſty's Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor, and expects that your Lordſhips ſhould 
adviſe the puniſhing them on account — 
n — ee — he 
leſſons enen Dr, Frank's mes of Tine. 
en ” + Boſton, A make this obrrighaigt: againſt 
their Governors, if the relating of their evil doings 
be mbh, and tending to alienate his Majeſty's 
affections; muſt not the doing of them be much 
more ſo? Yet now they aſk that his Majefty will 
a and an them mn theſe things and 
wen 3 bad that We 
but offend his Majeſty to hear of them.“ From 
1 ſome judgment may be formed of 
the general ſtrain of this ſamous ebe Ach 
violating every rule and limit of decorum, ſtands 
upon record as the groſſeſt inſult ever nd to a 
great and venerable character, the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ornament of his age and country. A wiſe 
Government would mme His, value, « nd 
a © T's Tc nod 

5 wn dies - and 
tion of them, and in & rencounter Mr. e Wy 
roy TOR. i wb td et et i OY 
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3 bene ee Horgan aled itſelf Wenn 
and figacity; but the-counſels of & Franklin under 
the preſent reign were not likely to preponderate 
over thoſe of a Hutchinſon. The repaxt of the Lords ; 
of the Council was in a few days after 


* aras made, 


me Kies molt execlient Majeſty. being-preſent, 


lated: A * the . up 
a ſpirit of -clamor and diſcontent in the Province. 
Aud bis Majeſty was N * 8 the ſaid 4 


chuſetis to rb] aimed 1 och 1ly-: Such Was 
dhe mode in which a petition from the (firſt Provin- 


rr — 5 Aber tient maxim of moral 
political wiſdom, L 
tion, and à haughty ſpirit beſore à fall.“ But a 
matter of higher import, and attended with far 
more ſerious conſequences, _ at this tine: wok 
place, is now to be related. 

0 e e cory pid f Lond: dee 
Adminiſtration the duties on paper, glaſs, and o- 
bos Were repealed, it has betn already rearked, 
that the duty on TEA was purpoſely left as a mark 


of 
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peas Thc thee ſtock: Pac to abode in 
their warehouſes, in conſequence of the loſs of the 
American market, were very urgent with the Mi- 
niſter to repeal the American import duty of three- 
nce per pound, offering in lieu of it to pay dou- 
ble the ſum on exportation. A fairer opportunity 
could not occur to terminate the diſpute. As the 
duty would not have been taken off at the inſtance 
of the Americans, either in the dread of their re- 
ſentment, or in the proſpect of their advantage, it 
might have been hoped that the moſt ſtrenuous 
ſtickler for the dignity of the Crown, and “the 
dreams had centred ſolely in theſe beloved and 
darling objects, might at length have baniſhed his 
perturbations, and preſſed his pillow in peace. 
This conceſſion, however, the Miniſter was not 
inclined, or, which is far more probable, was not 
PERMITTED to make; and things remained on 
this footing, till in the ſeſſion of 1773 the Act paſſed 
for allowing the exportation of 1E As duty- free, and 
the Company, eager to make a grand effort to re- 
lieve themſelves from their 7 WR were 9 95 
up with the flattering expectati 
their own. factors, Re e pelleion. of the | 
American market: for when the teas were actually / 
tranſported acroſs the Atlantic, and lodged in ware- 
boultay the dee har ae 
426 oh e 45 * 


attemptin' no eee —— as an inſidious arti- 
ſies and colluſion, calculated and deſigned to in- 
veigle them into the payment of this tax, in order 
0 ESTABLISH THE 'PRECEDENT and they were 
2 et ſhould: ould take — a2 cheſts 
conſigne agent ot Boſton, the like quantity 


to their 


Seen thi oe aden diflinguiſhed herſelf by ſet- 
ting the firſt example of oppoſition. A general 
meeting was convened at Philadelphia, in which 
a ſeries of vigorous reſolutions were paſſed, de- 
claring this new miniſterial plan of importation to 
be a violent attack upon the liberties of America, 
and pronouncing it to be the duty of every Ame- 
rican to oppoſe this attempt; and that whoever 
Hook: directly or indi eee 5 
_ .. {enemy to his country.” A Committee was then 
| are. to wait Sal the Conſignees of the 
Company, and to requeſt their reſignation, which 


n immediately complied with. At New Tork, 
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Fg on the arrival AIR Ur BE enen 8 
. mHermattea. ".annr 52 ch the 
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was imainediately: Apa I — 


tion of the people, witho dab actemye t und | 
wiſely ſet their ſalls for England. At Boſton the ſpirit = 
of refiftanoeroſeto a height which made the exceſſes | 
committed elſewhere appear trivial. At a general 
meeting of the inhabitants, the reſolves of the City 


of Philadelphia were unanimouſly adopted, and a 


Committee appointed to wait upon the conſignees, 


do know whether they would reſign their app 


— _ declared not to r 


—— — — 5 
tea ſhall not be landed, that no duty ſhall be paid, 


and that it ſnall he ſent back in the ſame bottoms.” | 
We muſt not,“ ſaid a leading Member of the 
Allembly, « Ratter ourſelves, that popular reſolves, 
popular ſhouts, or harangues will vanquiſh' our foes 
or terminate our trials. We muſt be ignorant of 


the power of thoſe who have combined againſt us: 


we muſt be blind to that malice; inv and re- 
Vol. II. VE venge 
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| 1 venge which have uniformly actuated their 
duct, to hope that we ſhall end this controverh 


without the | ſharpeſt, ſharpeſt' conflict. Let us 
weigh and conſider, before we determine upon thoſe 


- meaſures which muſt bring on the moſt terrible 


ſtruggle which this country ever experienced,” 


wer- 3 paſſed without a 


m n 35 nee JH 
_ conſiſtent with the laws and my duty to the King, 
unleſs the veſſel is ee qualified from the 
Cuſtom Houſe.” Upon this anſwer being reported 
8 wy, eee meeting w e be 


the quay, irre mow malte, in the 


| diſguiſe of Mohawk Indians, boarded the veſſels, and 


in about two hours broke open (thigh hundred and 


forty- two cheſts of tea, and diſcharged their contents 
into the ſea. Such was the conſequence of the obſti- 
nacy of the Governor, who might have recollected 


that his predeceſſor Sir Francis Bernard, in a like exi- 
gency, granted permits to many ſhips not qualified for 


want of ſtamps, and that the prudence and propriety 


of his conduct had never been called in. queſtion. 


But the preſent Governor had long been the urgent 
advocate for meaſures of coercion on the part of 


Gene! 2 and was ee dex. diſpleaſed to 
cri in + cue 
ent 


0 We 10 bir —— 
This undoubtedly is 2 eech un- 
folds all the ap 


was ſo well unde 
ſumed to and be induced, by this de- 
termined and inflexible. ſpirit of oppoſition in thi 
CORTE AHI from their ruinous projects. 


| fdently e and even perſons of acknow- 
ledged moderation, on perceiving the "ideas which 
they had long cheriſhed of reconciliation to 
hopeleſs, declared their reſolution, in a matters 
Were Ca eee enge Great Britain, to join 
the ſtandard of their countrymen. A Major of 
Provincials, who had . foreman of the jury on 
the trial of Capt. Preſton, and to whom, in reward 
of his meritorious conduct, the TONY had given 
this commiſſion, ſaid to him with ur ener- 


gy, © Sir, you know that I am a friend — 


ment, and wiſh to ſupport it; but if any attempt 
be made to violate our ARTE R, I will fight oy to 
my knees in blood in defence of it 

On the meeting of the General Court 'of Maſſa: 
chuſetts, A. D. 1774, the Houſe of Repreſentatives 


weng in no reſpect diſpoſed to'r 
— 


zarent abſurdities and extravagancies 
of his Gander: 'The temper ofthe Britiſh»-Oourt | 
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| Chick Juſtice:Oliver, * en. to relinquith the 
| ſalary; ſettled upon him by! the 7 
eombined with the hope of mee they 


affirmed «muſt have the PEO ARK: 
violation of bis oath—that 
the acceptance. of this a eee in all 
ments on entering into his office; and that by re- 
ceiving a grant payable out of the revenue un- 


— a eee be 


the e aide proplay e 
voured to increaſe the diſcontents and jealouſies 


6 PAD OR from this grievance.” The 
Governor tefuſing to receive. the accuſation 

other effect reſulted 8 it than to render the 

Governor and the dene ena. more e obnoxious, 


ry naehe opa n pon of fl i 
> obſerved a profound flies per hwy to the 
actions geen onthe 7th Ante Meſſage 


| Par- 


* * : — 
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PS aan ac; am ordiantery 
of the un wartantable practices carried on in North 


America, and particularly of the violent and outra- 


geous p ings at the town and port of Boſton, 
with a view of obſtructing the commerce of this 
kingdom, and upon grounds and pretenets im. 
mediately ſubverſive of its coriftitution, jt we 

thought fit to lay the whole matter befere Papti: 
ment—recotnmenting it to their ſerlous coder 


tion what farther" regulations or pertuhbwt projil © 


ſions might be necefſary to be eſtabliſhed.” Lord 


North, who preſented the meſſage, laid at the lun 


time before the Houſe of Commons a great number 


of papers, which ſufficiently ſnewed the daring and 
ſeditious ſpirit which now prevailed over the Whole 


Continent of America. His Lordſhip, on enlarging 


upon theſe -Focuments. repreſented the condudt;of ; 


the inhabitants of Boſton in the moſt atrocious 


lght. Le afferted that the utmoſt Jenity on the 


part of the Governor, -yERHa>s ro MUCH, had 


been already ſhewn, and that this town, by its late 


ngs, had left Government perfectly at li- 


berty to adopt any meaſures they ſhould think 
convenient, not only for redreſſing the wrong ſuf- 
tained by the Eaſt India Company, but for jtiffict- 
ing ſuch puniſhment as their factious and criminal 
conduct merited ; and that the aid of Parliament 
voulcl be reſorted to for this purpoſe; and for vin- 
ticating the dignity of the Crown, ſo daringly and _ 
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3 wantonly attacked, and contem ur 
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hol the: Houſe, ame. e ae ot: 
of opinion, that firm and vigorous meaſures were 
at this criſis abſolutely neceſſary. It was then 
moved, (that an addreſs of thanks ſhould. be pre- 
ſented to the King, aſſuring his Majeſty, that they 
- would not fail to exert every means in their power 
ol effectually providing for the due execution of the 
laws, and ſecuring the juſt dependance of the Co- 
lonies upon the Crown and Parliament of Great 
Britain.” This excited ſome faint ſhew of oppo- 
fition, and it was remarked, ; that ſimilar aſſu- 
rances had been already often repeated, but that 
the meaſures hitherto adopted by Miniſters for the 
ſupport of the ix IT or THE CRowN had only 
expoſed it to ſcorn, obloquy, and contempt. That 
the preſent caſe was of the utmoſt importance they 
admitted, and it required therefore- an attentive 


and impartial examination. In order to do the 


ſource of theſe calamities to their origin, in a ſyſtem 
of arbitrary and unwiſe! meaſures at home,” No 
inch ination . rea to enter into an) 


f ly agreed abe ue. the King... 
1 f fbœrt time. the Minifier began io dere 


0 tis xp plan of coercion and puniſhment, by the 


Theo, „„ 
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and ſhipping of goods, wares, and merchandize at 
the town of Boſton or the harbour thereof; and for. 
the removal of the Cuſtom Houſe, &c. to, the town 


of Salem. This Bill was to continue in force, not 
only t till full and ample compenſation was made to. 


the Eaſt India Company for the damage ſuſtained 


by them, but till the King in Council ſhould de- 


clare himſelf ſatisfied as to the reſtoration of peace 


and good order in the town. This Bill was ho- 


nored with the general approbation of the Houſe ; 
and it was unavailingly urged by a few individuals, 


that the penal clauſes of the Bill ſhould. be carried 
into execution only on the proviſo: of a refuſal to 


indemnify. the Company on the part of the town. 


Such was the indignation excited by the late atro- | 


cious violation of the laws, that the Houſe appeared 
reluctant to liſten to any palliative arguments or 
perſuaſives' to moderation; and it muſt indeed be 


acknowledged that the Empire was now, by une - 
ampled indiſcretion brought into a fearful and 


hazardous dilemma. Good policy evidently ſug- 
geſted conciliation as the grand object which ought. 
not for a moment to be loſt ſight of. It was firſt, 


and laſt, and midſt, in eyery generous and refled - 


ing mind; but then this conciliation ought. not to 


be accompanied with any real degradation on the 
part of Great Britain. It was not leſs ſor the ad- 
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By this Bill the charter of the Province 
 tirely fabverted, mal ahe tiomiantiol of 468 donn 
_ flo, Jes," agile ol all kinds, in- 


upon the antient and eſtabliſned principles "IM 
periority and ſubordination, ſhould be maintained. 
To paſs over ſuch Womit a8 bad now taken 
place, without notice or animadverſion, would in- 
deed have been a dereliction of that authority; but 
great caution was neceſſury, now that the paſſions 
were awakened, ſo to temper juſtice with lenity, as 


enten de the @eviſiris if ths aer 


power of the Empire were neither tinctured with 
the meanneſs of malice or the folly of revenge. 
Had the penal elauſes of the Boſton Port- Bill been 
properly modified, and the duty on tea, which had 
given riſe to theſe fatal contentions, at the ſame 
time repealed, there is no doubt bat a compenta- | 
tion to the Company would have been immediately 
voted, the honbr of Government would have been 


maintained, and a ſure foundation laid for a per- 


manent reconciliation. But how rarely are the 
reſolutions adopted in anger founded in wiſdom ! 


The idea of this repeal was fuggeſted in the Houſe 
of Commons, but repreſſed with ineffable diſdain, 
and the Bill paffed both Houſes without a diviſion. 


Very ſoon after this, a ſecond Bill was introduced 
by the Miniſter, for the better. regulating the go- 
vernment of the pumps vil -a med 


e Crown, and all 
Saas: 7 


x"CRORCE" W 
| theſe ieers/ made removeable at vLRASURE. This 
. = the nnn — — 
preventing [rw reſt of the Colonies from being 
:ditious example of Maſſachuſetts | 
Wn” Th v Oppoſition — ad 
ſome degree of tmneſs and vigour. It was aſked, 
whether the Colonies already regulated neareſt to 
the manner propoſed by this Bill, were more ſub- 
miſſiye to the right of taxation than Maſſachuſetts? 
It was aſſerted” that the diſorder lay much deeper 
than in any diverſities that ſubſiſted in the Colonial 
forms of Government; that the people throughout 
the whole extent of that vaſt Continent were uni- 
verſally diſſatisfied, and the uneaſineſs and refiſt- 
ance were no leſs in the Royal Governments than 
in any other. By an invaſion of the der, the 
cauſe of Maſſachuſetts will be made the common 
cauſe of all the Colonies, who have no other or 
better ſecurity for the continuance of their own” 
It was finally carried by a prodigious majority of 
239 againſt 64 voices, May 2, 1774. In the 
Houſe of Lords the Bill did not paſs without the | 
ſeyereſt ſtrictures; the final diviſion on the general 
queſtion was 92 to 20, and an animated and excel- 
lent proteſt againſt it was ſigned by eleven peers, 
_ amongſt whom were the Dukes of Richniond and 
— Portland, and the Marquis of Rockingham, * Be- 
fore the rights of the Colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
ha. OI — their charter, are taken 
| away, 
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ſhips, © ought to have been _— ſtated, and the 
parties heard in their own defence; and the mere 
ceelerity of a deciſion againſt 5 will not reconcile 
the minds of the people to that mode of govern- - 
ment which is to be eſtabliſhed upon its ruins. On 
the general allegations of a declaratory preamble, 


the rights of any public body may be taken away, 
and any viſionary ſcheme of government ſubſti- 


tuted in their place. By this Bill, the Gavernor 
and Council are, inveſted. with dangerous powers, 


unknown to the Britiſh Conſtitution, and with 
which the King himſelf is not intruſted. By the 


appointment and removal of the Sheriff at pleaſure, 
they haus the means of returning ſuch Juries as 
may beſt ſuit with the gratification, of their paſ- 
fions and intereſts ; the life, liberty, and property 
of the ſubject are put. into their hands without 
control. The weak, inj judicious, and inconſiſtent 
meaſures of the Miniſtry have given new force 


io the diſtractions of America, which on the re- 


peal of the Stamp Act were ſubſidi ng; have re- 


Wied dangerous queſtions, and gradually eſtranged 
the affections of the Colonies from the Mother 
Country. To render the Colonies Pei 


quently ad. 


wantageous, they muſt be SATISFIED. WITH, THEIR 


| N that dase there is no cl | 


ta the pri 


on which. the. 12 of the. Sang, 
founded, 3 OY 
| The next ſtep was, to NN in a Bill 7 the 
impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the Province 
of Maſſachuſetts Bay. This Bill provided, that in 
caſe any perſon was indicted in, that Province far 
murder or any other capital offence, and it ſhould 
appear by information. given on oath to the Go- | 
vernor, that the fact was committed in the exer- 
 ciſe or aid of Magiſtracy in ſupprefling riots, and 
that a fair trial could not be had in the Province, | 
he ſhould ſend the perſon ſo indicted to any other 
Colony, or to Great Britain, to be tried; the Act 
to continue in force, four years. This was the 
counter- part of the obſolete and tyrannical Act 5 
of Henry VIII. lately revived for the trial in 
Great Britain, of treaſons committed in America, 
As that was intended for the puniſhment of the 
enemies of Government, this was deſigned for the 
| impunity of its friends. The oppoſition to this 
Bill in both Houſes, though it finally paſſed by 
great majorities, was warm and vigorous. By 
this Bill,” ſaid Colonel Barre, at the cloſe of an ad- 
mirable ſpeech, * you are offering the laſt of human 
outrages to the people in America, by ſubject· 
ing them in effect to military execution: inſtead 
of ſending them the olive branch, you have ſent 
the naked ſword. What madneſs is it that prompts 
you to at tempt. obtainin 8. that by A, which 
may 
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procured by requiſition ? Retra your odious ex- 


ertions of authority, and remember that the firſt 


| Rep towards making them contribute to your 


wants, is to reconcile them to your Government.” 
A Proteſt, not lefs ſpirited than the former, was 
entered againſt it in the Houſe of Lords. © This 
Bill,“ ſaid the proteſting Peers, « after the pro- 
ſcription of the port of Boſton, the disfranchiſe- 


ment of the Colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and 
the variety of proviſions which have been made in 


this ſeſſion, for new- modelling the whole. polity 
and judicature of this Province, is an humiliating 
confeſſion of the weakneſs and inefficacy of 
all the proceedings of Parliament. By ſuppoſing 


that it may be impracticable by any means that 


the public wiſdom could deviſe, to obtain a 
fair trial there for any who act under Govern- 
ment ; the Houſe is made virtually to acknow- 
ledge the Britiſh Government to be univerſally 
odious to the whole Province, and to the whole 
Continent, This Bill feems to be one of the 


many experiments towards an introduction of 


effential innovations into the government of this 
Empire. The virtual indemnity. provided by this 


Bill for thoſe who ſhall be indicted for murders 
committed under color of office, can anſwer no 


other purpoſe. We conſider that to be an in- 


demnity Rus renders trial and conſequently | 
Tor” 
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„ — 1 
thority acts of violence may be committed, is 

owered to ſend: the inſtruments of that vio- 
lence. to 3000 miles diſtance from the ſcene oi 
their offence, the reach of their proſecutor, and 


be local eee ue the „ 


I — ping es e Sir — 
Walſingham, that a Stateſman muſt obſerve 


the joints and flexures of affairs;” but this was 
ſpecies of knowledge which the Miniſters of 


George III. diſdained to ſtudy. All things muſt, 


dt all events, bend to their will; and if no “ joints 


or flexures were diſeernible, the reſiſtance was ta 


wee emen 5 


torture. 


This bil being: aſſed, thn: ave * 
proaching, many Members were about. to re- 
3 e eee, was re 


1 ae through the Houſe of Lon, where 
vt an oppoſition in the Houſe of — a—y 
vehement than any of the former. The principal 
objects of the bill were, to aſcertain 
the province, which were now extended far. be- 


tain the limits of 


roclamation. of 1763, 
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i = men g 
by Jury in criminal; to ſecure to „ 0 ren 
 tholic Clergy the legal enjoynent of their tythes 
from all who were of their on religion. The 
A conſigned in the firſt 
inſtance to the Board of Treaſury, for the ſupport 
of an unlimited Oil Liſt and the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice ; the Judges holding their offices and 
og during pleaſure. Thus the government of 
Quebec was converted into a egal deſpotiſm, com- 
| mitted by Parliament into the hands of the Crown ; | 
and a' ſtriking proof was exhibited to the world, 
what the other provinces of America had to expect, 
wiewreduced to a loyal and dutiful ſubmiſſion. The 
proviſion made — act for the Roman 
cafioned a conſiderable degree of odium 
pularity to attend it without doors; but 
tze gealous friends of liberty, with grief and aſto- 
. niſhment perceived, that the {public at large not 
only acquieſced in, but approved and applauded 
* the meaſures nom adopted for the ſubjugation and 
== enſlavement of America. So true i is it, that a na- 
. 5 "tion, w. which would wy thing to ſecure is 
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V _ wt not the leſs > inlined, upon 


Chatham's ate of health, turing the i 
he ly attendec the Houſe © ; any occaſion; 
but fnding himſelf- at this-peric 

lieved from the preflure of eee 
the opportunity, on the third reading of the bill 
for ne ſoldiers in America, to lay beſore 
the Houſe and the Public his thoughts on this 


bill, and on American affairs in general, in a 


ſpeech worthy of his diſtinguiſhed talents and il- 
luſtrious reputation. If,“ ſaid he, my Lands 


we take a tranſient. view of thoſe motives. which 


induced the | anceſtors of our fellow- ſubjects in 
America to leave their native country, to encoun- 
ter the innumerable difficulties of the unexplored 


regions of the weſtern world, our aſtoniſhment at 
the preſent conduct of their deſcendants will na- 
turally ſubſide. There was no corner of the globe 


to which, they would not have fled, rather than 
ſubmit to the flaviſh and tyrannical ſpirit which 
prevailed at that period in their native country ; 
and viewing them in their originally forlorn and. 
now flouriſhing ſtate, they may be cited as illuſ- 
trious inſtances, to inſtruct the world, what great 
exertions mankind will naturally make, when leſt 
to the free exerciſe of their own powers. Not- 

FW „ withſtand- 
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—— bieden undd the 
whole body of the inhabitants. - eee the 


their grads for the repeal of th Stamp A, 
ſeemed: to vie with each other in xpeefiions of 
loyalty and duty; but the moment they perce 

that your intention to tax them was RAY un- 
der a pretence of ſerving the Eaſt India Company, 


their reſentment got the aſcendent their m 


„ and hurried . into 


eee . 


I cannot but incline to think, that Adminiſtration | 
has purpoſely irritated them into theſe violent acts, 


in order to gratify their own malice and revenge. 
What elſe could induce them to dreſs Taxation, the 


father of American Sedition, in the robes of an Eaſt- 


| India Director, but to break in upon that mutual 


- 4 : 


Peace 
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GEORGE II. 


Lords, — — —— 
terable opinion, and I: eons e 
ven to tax America. It is CC NRrary Ha | the prin» | 
ciples of juſtice and civil policy: it is contrary: to 

N — wee 
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tix own, which he may rely g give, , but which can 5 


edits, an amneſty over their eros 3 PROP | 
of lenity.and' affection allure them to their duty; 
act the part of a generous and e! parent. 
Dana U ee eee wen r 
of this country, my Lords, has ever been” my 
greateſt joy, and under all the viciſſitudes of my 
Stould the all difpofng hand of Providence pre: 
4 in the Bay: thay titres. m | ſhall be 
erer for her proſperity :—* Length of days b. be in 
her right hand, and in her leſt hand riches und 
bonor ! NMiay her ways bg of penn, and 

all ker wi — | 
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———— off the 3 14h 
by Mr. Roſe Fuller, Member for Rye,” who on 
the agth-Aprit (1774) moved, 'that. the ' Houſe re- 
Ffobve itieli into a Committee, to _ into cons 


8 its repeal. 1 This motion ene! 


| and powerfully ſupported by Mr. Edmund Burke, 
4 an elaborate you 3 excited. RO con- 


he.wight at thus time hin ae the princi- 

through which the political ſentiments 
were communitated, of Shak: once nn extend- 
ed dee dual 32 tion 


— — — 
Having long ſince flowed in a different channel, 
bis Wülne, -aralliaily dlaferyed: _ 


82 


| _ the Kevlntiony Dd @ nt S. 
i tlie Houſe of Hanover: The ſimple, unaffact⸗ 
2d; and unaſſuming manners of the Marquis of 
Rockingham were amuſingliy contraſted in bis 
== Mr. Burke, whoſe deportm | 
zereiljous,” arid whoſe Adis in thats 
Kenai for the moſt part chi derized by a 
florid; diffuſive; and oftentatious ſtyle of eloquenee, 
ill adapted to the inveſtigation of truth ; calculated 
rather to dazzle than inform; abounding with va- 
nity and egotifm; and apparently intended not ſo 
much to exhibit the merits of the cauſe as the 
abilities of the ſpeaker: Nevertheleſs; they dif- 
7 a great extent of knowledge ; they were en: 
wened with frequent flaſhes' of wit; they were il- 
luminated with much brilliancy of alluſion and 
metaphor; and adorned with bu ſis of - oratory, 
bold; beautiful, and ſublime. Dari the liſe- 
time of the Marquis of Rockingham, he appeared, 
not indeed without ſomie remarkable. deviations, 
to adhere with laudable zeal to the genuine. brin- 8 
C eee een 
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ments of the State. 0 Mr George Gremille, 


with whom the new Colony Syſtem had originated, 
be affirmed, that this country owed in other re- 
ſpects great obligation. He had, as Mr. Burke 
; delioved, a very ſerious deſire to benefit the pub- 
* he; but with no ſmall ſtudy of the detail, he did 
not ſeem to have equally carried his view to the 
his objects in lights too much detached. This 
great perſon was bred to the law, a ſcience rather 
calculated to invigorate than liberalize the under- 
 Nanding. Paſſing from that ſtudy, the did not go 
; bo! largely into the world, but plunged into 
the buſineſs of office. But men too 
much cent! in office rarely poſſeſs minds of 
remarkable enlargement. Perſons nurtured in t 
' forms and habits of office, do admirab 
long as things go on in their common 0r- 
der; but when the high roads are broken up, 
ben the v waters are : but, "we A new and troubled 
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can ever. ier, 1 — Grid, 1 that in 

eing in a very private ſtation, unknowing 
unknown, it was his fortune to become conne Red. 
| with-a very noble perſon, . the. Marquis of Rock- | 
ingham, then at the head of the Treaſury depart- 
ment; and that he was placed in a ſituation, which 
enabled hind to. diſcern in that noble perſon, ſuch 
ſound principles, ſuch an enlargement of mind, 
ſuch clear and ſagacious ſenſe, and ſuch unſhaken 

fortitude, as had bound him, as well as others 
much better than him, by an inviolable attach- 
ment. The queſtion: of the repeal of the Stamp 
Act was brought on by the Marquis, in the ver 
inſtant when it was known that ro - 

carrying on between the Court and the -—= 
_ Oppoſition. In the midſt. of « ee plats 

and counter-plots, of warfare againſt public oppo- 
tion and private treachery, it was that the firm- 
neſs of this Noble Perſon, was put to the proof. 
Every thing was full of traps and mines; Earth 
below ſhook ; Heaven above menaced. All the 
clements of miniſterial ſafety were difſolved; yet 
be remained fixed and determined in principle, in 
meaſure, and in conduct. He practiſed no ma- 
nagement, he ſought no apology, he ſecured no 
retreat; but on the concluſion of an enquiry 
hich laſted hx weeks, by a noble; ſpirited, and- 


r 2 wn > 


— 2 ee 


— 
2 


be iin welt ice Be a 05 8 0 of tan. 


21 180 gry ſotb4de him to cenfiire his conduct; And to 


Mutter him he was" aftaid.” Let thoſe who kin 
ed Him by their adulatioh, inſult Rim b 
Mir Tmalevoſence. For a wiſe Miniſter, however 


greatly miſchievous to Hitnfelf, 
E aps for that reaſon fatal to his country ; wa: 
uns, the effects of which are, I am afraid, 


ron VR IK cAA BIE. He made an Admini- 


ftrbtion  checquered and ſpeckledj he put toge- 


1 ther a piece” of joinery ſd crofaly indented, and 


Whithfically  dove-tailed ; a Cabinet 16 variouſly 


inlaid, fuch a piece of divitfified moſaic, fach a 


teſſelated pavement without cement, here a bit of 
black fone and there a bit of white; patriots and 
courtiers, King's friends and Repuil licans, Whigs 


und Tories, treacherons friends and open enemies; 
thut it Was indeed a very curious ſhow, but utterly 
tft t to forich, and wnfure to ſtand on. "WH 
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3 _ ſea: without chit or — 
whirlect About, the ſport of every guſtʒ and thoſe: 
ol the mariner who were moſt directly oppoſite, to, 
his opinions; being by far the moſt artful and powers | 
ful bf the ſet; Teizing the helm, turned the veflel 
wholly out of the Courſg of his policy. The 
Houſe were mueh cmd with theſe ingenious re- 
oieſentations 3 but no other effect was produced 
he numbers on the diviſion being 184 to 31. 
he Teffiot _ ego 21, 2 — 


— — eee 
; —_— —— WH _—_ iad been 


Ani — yiptitgotans) — 
Indeed, ſuch was the glatien of the Qvaift and 
its partiſuns at this period, that America tſeemed 
in their apprehenſion already ſubdued) anch c 

| F ory obtained before the battle was begun, 
Governor Hutchinſon; by whoſe adbiee the 
King and his Minifters' had been chiefly guided; 
and who gave the moſt | poſitive affurances/” that 
1 Maven: ge av — eas 


er Riot Dſn was appointed Gores. | 
288 8 > "© 


: that dead: . ns e eee 
ed a tremendous ſtorm. The intelligence of the 
3ofton Port Bill had been recently received; and 
on the day ſucceeding the arrival of the new Go- 
vernor, a general meeting of the inhabitants was 
convened, in order to take it into con ſideration. 
At this meeting, a Reſolution was paſſed, expreſ- 
five of their ideas of the impolicy, injuſtice, and 
barbarity of the Bill, and inviting the other Colo- 
tens r to 
put a ſtop to all exportation and importation to 
Great-Britain and the Weſt Indies till ſhould it | 
he repealed. Addreſſes from Virginia, Pennſylvania, 
the Carolinas, New-York, and the other Provinces, 
in ij ſert time arrived, e: horting them, with many 
effions of affection and ſympathy, to reſolu· 
tion and perſeverance; and declaring, that they 
conſidered: Boſton as - ſuffering in the common 
Wan One ſpirit, one "undivided ſentiment, of 
| in n, and revenge, wuſed and per- 
15 all. A General Congreſs became the ob- 
55 je. of 60 6 Pra and Philadelphia being 
Judged commodiouſly ſituated for the purpoſe, 
| it was convened to meet in that city on the aſt of 
zeptember,- and in the mean time combinations 
| * dem n into to ee. all com- 


Pra — . Aying auch 
r an unlawful, hoſtile, and traitorous 


An Addreſs being preſented to him 


by the Municipality. of Boſton, in which the rights 
of the Colonies were aſſerted in a high and reſolute. 


tone, the Governor would not. deign to hear it 


dan dean nt dene it m bene, 


bis Majeſty and his Government. 


On the 25th of May, 1774, the 1 | 
Court met as uſual at Boſton, when General Gage 


gave them notice of their removal to Salem by 


the late Act. The Aſſembly haſtening the public 


buſineſs, in order to evade this neceſſity, the Go- 


vernor adjourned the Court to the 4th. of June, 


then to meet at Salem. The firſt buſineſs after 


this adjournment on the ſubſequent meeting at 
Salem; was to appoint Deputies to meet thoſe 


of the other Colonies in General Congreſs at 


Philadelphia. The Governor, having received in- 
mation of this deſign, diſpatched his Secretary - 


with the greateſt precipitation to diſſolve the 


Court, but, on bis arrival, he ſound the doors faſt | 


locked: and knocking aloud for entrance, he was 


informed, that the Houſe was upon very important 5 
buſineſs, and till it was finiſhed he could not be 


admitted. On which he read the Proclamation 


| of Diſlution on the. air leading to the hall of 
. ³ 
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of the Britiſh" Miniſters "in - framing-the Boſton 
_ Port Bin, uy 2 the commeree af that 

5 making it the feat of 

Gdterächent, to eſtabliſh a rivalſhip-and enmity 
between thöſe two places, from which they hoped 

to — mighty advantages. But "TP" #90: on 


lem, . te Schermer, . 


_ diffflution'of the General Court, © We are,“ fiy 
they, 1 deeply nnen of aan 


| might d turned hither,” and to our Beſant bit 
1 nature; in the formation of our harbor, rbids 1 
becoming rivals in commerce with that ebnbe- 
nient mart; and were it otherwiſe, we muſt be 
dead to every idea of juſtice,” "and oft to all 
feelings of humanity, could we indulge one thought 
to ſeize on wealth, and raiſe our ſortunes on 
the ruin of pur ſuffering neighbors. * Marble- 
bead, a ſea-port in the vicinity of Boſton, vying 
Tt in * with dale, offered tue 1 
01 
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COD * mW 


| — — notwi — 
perfect: obedience to its injunctions 3 as the Port 


opened but by his Majeſty 
in Coüncil, in conſequence of a previous certitis 
cafe. 2 


e. deſors didntereted Fan dend in 


ber ban deſenos, and ound guilty of the change. 


here a Whole people are accuſed, 


by 1 proved guilty ey 
know a 68 ane anne. to ig gat | 


Nor , 


ruin? | WMS. en 
The 4 drafts of the Bills for caries 
Charter of Maſſachuſetts ; for the imhartia ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice ; and another for pro 
viding quarters for troops in America, arriving 


about this time at Boſton, were inſtantly circus 


lated through the Continept, and filled up what 
was hefore wanting of violence and indignatior 
in the ſeveral Colonies; Even thoſe who Were 
moderate, or apparently wavering, now: became 
reſolute and reſentful. The people at large ext 
preſſed without reſerve their conviction, that the 
a whs Rt meme ben l would ob 
deſſary ſor them to defen 


* 


| plyed in | taining; ad ene dene in 
off drums and. fie, eyery where faluted the ear 

Ex young and l "my 
Eo, ——— and were fired with the ſame glo- 


———_— 5 ad af bat) urch 
s and ammunition, caſting of ball, and the 
| moſt immediate danger and determined rf | 
anee. 
Aden — on ani of. + General + two 
een regiments of foot, wichen detachmen 
„ of artillery and cannon, were landed at Boſton, and 
encamped on the Common. Theſe troops were 
by degrees intel by the rival of ſeveral re- 
ziments from Ireland, New York, Halifax, and 
at length from Quebec. The town-of Boſton 1s 
cConnected with the Continent by a narrow iſth- 
maus of conſiderable length, on which a military 
ae uand was placed, and the entrance of the neck 
Ke fortified by order of Government; and ſo little 
| tercourſe © Gubfiſted bet E the: city and the 


country, 


Bos Coen ————5 
- Counſellors, appointed by Royal Mandamus, 
n of whom declined to ſerve. The Courts 


were totally ſuſpended, the Jurors 


refifinjz 15 ter tho onth 


new judges and laws. An many counties the peo | 


nin and took poſſeſſion 
Houſes, and would ſuffer neither 


judged; 18 eiffs nor clerks to enter. All perſons 


accepting offices under the new Acts were de- 
clared enemmie their ountry. The Mandamus 


Counſellors, the — gh of the Cuſtoms, 


andall who had made themſelves particularly ob-. 
.. noxious by their activity in ſeconding the mea- 


ſures of Government, were compelled to take re- 
fuge in Boſton. The Seat of Gorernment at 
Salem was entirely abandoned, and Govern 
nenen ee . 
At length the General Congreſs, on whieh al 


Aries aut their eyes. now fixed, met at Phila- 


This Aliaidhy confited.of 61y-one Member de- | 
rated proportions from the different Co- 
ke as . with their varied extent 


and JODUIATION, t err each Colony had a diſtinct 
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unjuſt; eruel, and oppreffive Acts of che Britiſh 
_ Parliatnent; that they moſt thoroughly approve the 


_ to: thoſe meaſares has been cndücted; ard they 


of the unwiſe, unjuſt; an 
| profent Adminiſtration, Bat if the late As of 


— entitled by the immutable latts of na- 
ture, the principles ele, dee ene 


ol the recent violatioris of tem they mention; that 
in hopes of being reſtored to that ſtate in which 
' both countries formerly forind happineſs and proſ- 
perity, they have for the profekt only feſolved to 

purſue the following peaceable m vis. 
enter into a non-importation; non-confurmption, 


an addrefs'to the people of 


8 


wiſdom and fortitude with which their oppoſition 


truſt that the united efforts of America in their | 
behalf: will carty eonvidtida to the Britiſh- nation 
rainous policy of the 


t ſhall be attempted to be carried into 


exeontion by fore, in fuch caſe all Ameriewought 


poſition. The Congcdd ao publiteds 1 


in: WH 
Jeclaration of Rights, to which they C 


and their ſeveral charters or compact 


Alter a 
ſpecification of theſe riglits, 0 an errume 


anck non· exportation ag 


| Irs" of yr Are and 4 
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rn — —— and; mo 
deration. They call upon the people of Great 
Britain to witneſs their loyalty and attachment to 
i intereſts of eee ee bree 
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ney which they enn 2 the an * 
with zeal fur beyond their proportional ability. 
They then proceed to ſtate and examine the mea · 
e ee * moo ae to N 
that the final faccels of the https rica would | 
in the TE REI ER liberties. of Britain ag 
to thoſe of America. Place us, ſay they, tin the 
fang:Bifuation tit; we were in at the cloſe of tlie 
laſt war, and our former harmony will be reſtored.“ 
In the memorial to the inhabitants of Britiſh 
America, they deeply deplore the neceflity which. 
preſſed them to an immediate interruption of com- 
merce, and apologize by ſaying, We are driven 
by the hands of violence into unexperieneed and 
unexpected public c donvN alſions, and aræ contending 
for freedom ſo often contended for by our anceſ—- 
tors. Towards the cloſe they have theſe words: 
_ *Wethink ourſelves bound in duty to obſerde to 
Jou, that the ſchemes agitated againſt theſe Colo- 
Ng ay „ prudent 
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Arength for the addreſs e the Kina, which “ 


ng to very bigh ben of eloquence. 
They expreſs their © confidence, that as his Ma- 
ʒjeſty enjoys the ſignal diſtinction of reigning over 
ſteemen, the language of freemen cannot be diſ- 


hope, will rather fall on thoſe deſigning and dan- 
geraus men, who, daringly interpoſing themſelves 
between your royal perſon and your faithful fub- 


accumulated injuries to diſturb. your Majeſty's re- 


poſe by our complaints. They. aſſure his Majeſty, 
5 fliat for the ſupport of civil government, and the 


N ee eee in tune of peace, their Mili- 
2 war, tis adh Coloniſts will be 


mn eee tothe moſt | 


pleaſing: adding, Your royal indignation, we 


e . wat ſor „ 
id be fully ſufficient; 


wiſh not 4 diminution of wo: re 


nd Parliament 3 for E a of our | 
van es, truſting that when the cauſes of our 
I are removed, our future conduct 


will prove us not unworthy of the regard we have 


been aceuſtomed in our happier days to enjoy. 


And appealing to that Being. who ſearches tho- 


roughly the hearts of his creatures, we ſolemnly ; 
profeſs that our .counſels have been influenced by 


no other motive than a dread of impending de- 
ſrruction- We implore therefore your Majeſty, 
3 the loving father of all your people, connected 
by the ſame bands of law, loyalty, faith, and blood, 


not to fuffer the tranſcendent relation formed by | 
theſe ties to be further violated in uncertain expec- - 


tation of effects, which, if attained, never can com- 


penſate ſor the calamities through which they muſt. 
be gained. 80 may | your Majeſty enjoy every 
temporal felicity throughout a long and glorious 
rein, and yourdeſeendants inherit your re 5 
and dominions till time ſhall be no more.” It is a 
ifficult to conceive how this addreſs could he red 
without exciting in the breaſts, even of the maſt : 


obdurate, firong emotions of compunction and re- 


norſe; hut there are thoſe who have hearts and 


underſtandings. upon which no impreſſion. can be 
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peace; liberty; aid i We 
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ſpicuity and energy ſtate to the Canadians the 
by the late Act they are debarred. Theſe rights,” 
ſay they, © defend the poor from the rich, the 
weak from 2 powerful, the induſtrious from the 


ph — from the lords, and all from their ſuperiors. 
They invite and ſolicit them to conſult their own | 


| ful to admit of any confiderable effect from thi 


6 k. EO 111. 


_ made pan effort of human reaſon; aud who can 
reſolutely turn a deaf ear to the voice of the 
Nee charm he never ſo wiſely.” . . 
In a ſubſequent addreſs to the Roman Catho. 
* inhabitants of Canada, the Congreſs with per- 


rights enjoyed under that Conſtitution from which 


us, the peaceable from the violent, the te- 


glory and welfare, and to unite mh them in one 
ſocial compact. Tour province, ſay: they, 
the only link wanting to ere the bright 45 
ſtrong chain of union. Nature has joined your 
country to ours, join alſo your political intereſts | 
by an acceſſion to the general confederation.” But 
_ the ſpirit of liberty was too faint and feeble in Ca- 
nada, and the ariſtocracy and prieſthood too power. 


a ddreſs. The Congreſs having finiſhed their deli 
berations, diſſolved themſeles aſter an uninterrupt- 
dd ſeſſion of fiſty-two days. Such was the noble 
and enthuſiaſtic deteſtation of this Aſſembly to 
tyranny and ſlavery, that in one of their. debates 
reſpecting the probability and danger of a rupture 
Vith Great e * n roſe 17 and 

tic 
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be it were wetenlel from Hebven — nin 1 
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dred and ninety-nine were to periſh in the- 
conte and one only'6Fa thouſand to furvive and 
retain his liberty.“ The laſt refolution” of this 
jt imported that another Congrefs ſtall de 
held the 16th day of May 175 3, uilefs redreßb 
grievances be obtained before that time. 
General Gage had iſſued writs Knit 
General Court of Maffachuſetts at Salem on the 
5th of October, which ſubſequent events induced 
him to recall; but the Coin nevertheleſs met, and 
voting themſelves” into a” proviricial*Congres, ap- 
pointed a Committee to preſent a remonſtrance to 
oy Governor, complaining in ſtrong terins of 
arbitrary laws, and the hoflile preparations 
wasn enforce them. The Governor refuſed” 
to recognize them as à lawful” Aſetnibly, aha” 
warned" them! at their peril to deſiſt from” their 
1 ne —— proceedir 95 "To this . 


the immediate defence of the province; mates 
of ammuntion and ſtores were provided for twelve 
thouſunct militia, and an enrolment made of a nut 

ber of mijtuts men, fo called from their engaging 10 
turn out witk their arms at à minute's arne 
Winter approaching, the Governor was defirous of 
providitig bark and! clothing for the ra 
| ah {1 | | F 2 | but 


hand, the fort at Portſmouth, in New Hampſhire, 
Was aſſaulted by an armed body of provineials, and 
aſter a flight: reſiſtance carried by ſtorm, and the 
powder it contained was ſent off in boats to a 


eee — that — e will 
ſupply any article for the benefit. of men who are 
ſent as enemies to their country. Every thing 


now ſerved to increaſe the mutual apprehenſion 
. © and animoſity. A magazine of powder at Charleſ- 
town, near Boſton, had been ſeized by General 
 Gage's order, and a bat 


tery of cannon ſpiked by a 
detachment . from the ſhipping.” On the other 


place of ſafety. A ſimilar ſpirit of retaliation and 


reſiſtance almoſt every where diſeoyered itſelf. The 
reſolutions of the Continental Co 


verſally confirmed by the Provincial Afemblies or 
Conventions, and Committees, of inſpection and 


obſervation were appointed in e warne due 


obedience to the public deciſions. . 
It is now neceſſary to revert. to the fate — 


ai ee, where pee hag. de this 
interval ſufficient leiſure; to cool, and the greateſt 


_ anxiety b 
- meaſures of Adminiſtration. Lord Chathe 


ran, to prevail as to the reſult of the late 


ſentiments and feelings o all ſubjects. of "public 


. concern mult, be regarded as peculiarly intereſting, 
in a confidential letter to. a, friend, dated Auguſt 


e "writes, e HE T1683: bt 7 tide of Go- 
p | vernment, 


At — tefiftance; vainly hoplig 
raſh the ie ef Wey in that vaſt Conitineti 


blow; but millions muſt periſh in 


Sie he f beds of adden i beute tb F 
favourable "a folk: and in the 
1 d England mult fink Herſelf” un. 
der the Fit of Vene) WII Wit Edt 
tem of deſtruckion“ Id a fubſcquen 7 at 
ſays, JV is plain t that Aini6rics cannot we: 


Woulg to! Heaven it were equally plain that the 


N e Ing land is net doomed one day to bind 


Bai, d hu 
Nenn 
Ren e N. 
Laut incubuit une ulciſcitur eben. 


As * W 


Adminiſtration des to fear that 
cannot deſtroy, and which they do not know 


to 5 * "And in a third letter, he figs, „Las 


i e oy my ſatisfaction that the Con- 


web! had conducted this moſt arduous and delicate 
buſinefs with Tuch manly wiſdom ard calm reſolu- 
tion as does the higheſt honor to their deliberations. 


Very b are fas — contained in Kg reſc 
that 1 could upon 
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mt milligns of Egglimen faves, in Agnenc 
e DOR L1AMEN Te Whigh had ſat ſix; years only, 
month of September, end a new Parliament | 
mediately copyened, which met on the, enſuing 
5 0 November 1774, and of which Sir Fletcher 
Norton, a Lawyer of great eminence, was unani- 
mouſly re- choſen Speaker; ; tor, this high office 
he had already cad, ſeveral "Jean in conſe- 


. that A, walt daring, Fry of. oe | 
4 iſobedience ſtill prevailed in the Province 
el Maſſachuſetts Bay, and had broke forth. i 
1 Wolences of. ry very criminal nature; that 
19S, git prope: and efectua] meaſure fd ben 
bow; 10 prevent theſe miſchie! that 
might d. end upon a firm 8 to with- 
tand every attempt to weaken: or impair. the fu 
„n n of this Legiſlatu 
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am — 100 the tnighty Soca! he: had prodified 
from the late Acts againſt America. They were 
to humble the whole. Lontinent in the duſt, ant 


pumiſhment of Boſton was to ſtrike an uni- 


I terror into all the Colonies; that refrac- 
tern tom would be totally abandoned, and in- 


ſtead of obtaining relief, a dread of the ſame; fate 
would even prevent the appearances of pity. An 
amendment being at length offered, that his Ma- 


jeſt would be graciouſly pleaſed mea 


the letters, orders, and iniſtructions, relative to 
hens cuti on wh the late n it was: een 
Lords, the . on the | divifion were 63 to 


133 but a Proteſt againſi the Address, the firſt 


which had ever appeared on the Journals of the 
rity; who, at the concluſion. of it, thus expteſs 
themſelves: It affords us a m Oly pro- 


ſpect of the diſpoſition of Lords in the. preſant 


Parliament, when we: ſee the Houſe. under. the 
preſſure of ſo ſevere and uniform an CAFEFIONGES! 
again ready, without enquiry, —_ n 
e ſpirit of 6 ormer fatal 

dens, er te neon exal 
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quiry or — to ere ourſelves in de- 


_— which may precipitate our cot 
0 alamities of a civil war:!! 


| ö | diu yr avoided by th Ma 
was: — that dhe e . a 
war was wholly chimerical. The eſtimates were 
ſormed entirely upon a peace "eſtabliſhment ; the 
land-tax was continued at three ſhillings; no 
vote of credit was required; the army remained 
on its form r ſooting; and, what was moſt of all 
| ſurpriſing, a reduction of ſour thouſand ſeamen 
took place from the twenty thouſand voted laſt 
year circumſtance which ſhews in the firongeſt 
Tight, how aſtoniſhing | '' was the deluſion of the 
ee ene eager their ſolieitude to delude 
ablic. ' "Lord Sandwieh Firſt Lord of the 

17 clared in the He r 

Peers, that he Vet picks low eſtabliſhment pro- 
; wk be 1 ſatfieient for reducing the 
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the number of whom there was reaſon to be- 
leve that the Firſt Lord of the Treaſiry himfelf, 
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the Lord Privy Seal, and the + Secretary of State 


for A were to be 
ſtanding the continued infirm ties 
Chatham, he. had formed a reſoh 
the” Houſe; if poſſible, c 

in n order, bee the ae ms fa 
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dangetz and oy ruin re impending 
over that great Epi which walles: bes ad. 
miniſtration had attained the ſummit of human 
proſperity and glory. The Houle” was. watbuny 
full, and a. moſt reſpectable and crowded, audience 
alſo. filled. the. ſpace eee 6% "When he: 
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Too well apprized,” he ſaid, — | 
the papers now at laſt laid before | TK 
would not take up their Lordſhips OY 
ous. and. fruitleſs inveſtigations, but would ſeize 
the, firſt moment to open the door of reconcile- 
ment ; for, ſaid he, every Iiolnen f delay 1 15 
2 of danger. As I have not, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, the honour, of acceſs to his Majeſty, 1 
will endearour to een to n eee the 


is — Miniſters. Ame jeric: „ — ij can- 
8 3 ht \aptetg AF Fecon- 
5 withdrawn f the — —— a bar to 


OY 


e e zowers of mind as were in this Noble- 
nun, combined ith ſo ee ere ne wel 


| mens M. Turgot, 3 n at Paris found: he Miniſter 4 . 


335 up, in gouty Bannels and unable to move, 4 5 7 remind me, 


faid ke Philoſopher'to! the Stitefman) of the image feen in Ne 


0 Ae s dreand””" 4) APY Rd 5. Forgot, the fee of 


ieee the hea * 
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tim, they tires 0 oy „ 
erica; truſt yon, with the bayonet at her 


_ How'can-ſhe; ſuppoſe that you meat le 
than bondage or death? I therefore, my Lords, 


move, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to 


dis Majeſty, moſt humbly. to adyiſe and beſeech 


mn that i n ler. to _ he , 


28 r gion; iy — bis Mo: 


jet to . —— Oel Grands 
moving his Majeſty's. forces from the wks = 


277 >. know. not, my Lords, who adviſed the : 


preſent, meaſures; I _ not HS unn 


Lords, not to loſe a day in this urgent praſſing 
n ur now loſt in alaying: ment . 
vill kosteten any Gage ts er, de cm 


of this momentous buſineſs. Unleſs fettered to my 
bed by the extremity o ſickneſs, I will give it un- 
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been condemned unheard. The indiſcriminate 
hand of vengeance has devoted thirty thouſand 
Britiſh. ſubjects of all ranks, ages, and deſerip- 
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regulate the numberleſs movements of its ſeveral 
| parts, and combine them into one harmonious. ef- 


ect for the. good of the whole, requires the ſu- 
perintending wiſdom and energy of the ſupreme 
ee the Empire. On this grand practical 


diſtinction then let us reſt; taxation is theirs) 


commercial regulation is ours. As to the meta- 


phyſical refinements, attempting to ſhow that the 


Americans are equally free from legiſlative con- 


trol and commercial reſtraint, as from taxation ſor 


the purpoſe of revenue, I pronounee them futile, 
frivolous, and groundleſs. When your Lordſhips 
have peruſed the papers tranſmitted us from Ame- 
rica, when vou confider the dignity, the firmneſs, . 
and the wiſdom with which the American have 
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miniſterial mancuvres? Heaping papers on 
table, or counting eee, a. \ diviſion 
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then theſe boaſtful Miniſters; in ſpite of re 


pelled to Kide- their heads: But it is not repealing 


this or that Act of Parliament; it is not "uf 


pealing a piece of ' parchment that can "reſtore 
- America to your boſom; you muſt repeal her 
fears and reſentments, and then you may hope for 
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2 dignity becoming your exalted fituation, make 
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bappineſs. Conceſſion: comes with hetter grace 
and more ſalutary effect from ſuperior power z ĩt 
reconeiles ſuperiority of power with the feelings 
of man, and eſtabliſties ſolid confidence on the 
ſoundations of affection and gratitude. On the 
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to deter you from perſeverance in the preſent 
muinous meaſures; ſoreign war hanging over your” 
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Miniſters alleged,” that the congreß 7 
ody; : and to hear evidence on the ſubject of 
wer Pltition, would be giving that illegal body 
His degree of countenance:— that with reſpe&t to 
all eged in the Petition, 
ue Hout could hear the Colonies only” throug h 
their legal Aſſemblies, and their Agents properly 
authorized; and that any deviations from this f rule 
would deſtro the whole order of Colony. Goyern- 
mente“ Te this the Oppoſition replied, © that the 
order of Colony Government was destroyed already 


in ſome places by Act of Parliament; in others 


others By popular violene e- that the queſtion was 
now, how to reſtore it. That the Congreſs was | 


ſorely" en Aflembly ſufficiently" Tegat for the pur-. 


petition” of individuag. "That this mode' of ec con- 
ſhntly-rejeing Petitions, would infallibly, end in 
rerfal revolt; and indeed” a refuſal to 1 


of goyerdinent.” . These 'reaſonings 557 10 15. 
praſſion, und the Peti tion was in fine” rejected by. 
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cedent and pundtilio, "The great majority by which 4 
Lord Chatham“ s motion for the recall of the t 
from Boſton was negatived, did not diſcourage that 
Nobleman from perſiſting in his exertions for re- 
foring peace to the Empire : and in the beginning 
of February he offered to the Houſe of Peers a 
Bill for that purpoſe, under the title of A Pro- 
viſional Act for ſettling | the troubles. i in America, 
and for aſſerting the ſupreme authority and ſuper- 
intending power of Great Britain over the Colo- | 
nies,” "This Bill comprehended a vaſt extent ol 
matter, and, as the Noble Lord who preſided over, 
the American department juſtly obſerved, many 


5 of i its Pa ſeemed, to require much ſeparate dif- 


nouncę 217 immediate opinion concerning its pro- 
Priety; that as the Noble Mover did not ſeem to 
preſs the Houſe to any immediate deciſion, but | 
rather appeared deſirous that it ſhould be fully | 
and maturely weighed, he preſu med it would be 
agreeable to him, and he objected not to receive 
it, on condition that it ſhould lie on the table till, 
: the American papers were firſt taken into conkers. 
ation. This appearance of reſpect. and moderation 
ſeemed to move the indignation of the other Lords 
in Adminiſtration; and Lord Gower in particular 
3 ER it in the aggregate, and all its parts, with 
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that it was objedtion ſufficient to the ” Bill that it 

Fought r reconciliation by conceſſion; th at it not only 
| or paye a ſanction. to the traitorous proceedings. of tho | 
Congreſs already held, but by" the 5 ointment of | 
ano her legalized t their proceedings by Ac of Par- | 
namen; that ſhould” their Lordſhips : be baſe 
enough to betray the rights of Parlament, by 

adopting | the proviſions o of this Bill, the Americans 
7 RS would only accept ſuch parts of it as ſuited thei „ 

=: _ Gn views, and would no doubt diſclaim thoſe that 
_. wore any appearance 0 of ſubmiſſſon. The duty on 
tea \ Was "affirmed to be only the 8 for the 

hoſtile conduct of the Amerjcans, and that 15 
- real aim was to throw off all reſtrictions upon th 
bam merce ; that if the Juriſdon of the Ada 
FE ralty Co Courts were circumſcribed in "the, manner 
5 1 by, this Bull, the Navigation Act. would 
become « a mere dead letter; in fine, that this was 

no time for conceſſion, and that to concede now. 
7 be to giye up the point for ever. His Lord-, 5 
38115 gave it as his opinion, that the, Bill 5 

| tou not be ſuffered to lie on the table. 3 

Lord Chatham feeling, and highly reſenting, the. 

indig jenity n now offered, entered into his own. yindi- 

| cation, and that LL the 0 wry e by, i. 
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nifters hc, by their filence and inaction, ſeemed 
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| No alternative then remained for him, but 


ject, or toabandon the intereſts of his Far But. 
jet Minifters avow that they have a plan, and 


he would: inſtantly withdraw as Bill. By the in- 
decent attempt now made to ſtifle this Bill ; in em- 
5%, Minifters might bope that the contents of | 
it would fink inte ſilence and oblivion, . =; 
though rezected here, it would, he truſted, e ver 
4 remain: a monument of his earneſt however inef. 
 f6ctus | endeayors to ſerve his country. It would 
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founded on a wiſe and rational policy, vould 

_ hilate their power, and redute them to that fate 
” inſi ignificance fo r Which God and Nature had 
_ defigned them.” The motion being put, the 
was rejected by a majority of e 61 to 32 voices. 

The ver "day ſucceeding , this rejection, 1 
North moved j in the Houſe of Commons, i an Addreſs, 
to his Majefty, 6 to return thanks for the communis . . 
cation of the American papers, and to declare, that, . 
having taken 2 855 into their 1 moſt ſerious. confider-, 
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deff evhifflhulerites.* It was affirmed on "the 
part of the Oppoſition, that refiftaiiee to arbitrary 


jeaſures”' was an füntel by the Conſtitütion; 
that no act of violence had been committed in 
Maſſachuſetts" Bay, "which was not equalled *by* 
imilar acts im other provinces; that this partial 
declaration of rebellion, was only a branch of 


the general ſyſtem of delufion—that th re was 
no medium between a general war and ll 


neral reconciliation.” On the other hand, the 
Courtzers inſiſted, that the boaſted union of the 


Colonies would diſſdlve, the moment Tas. 
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for, on recetiing the report, Lord fb N 
a nobleman whoſe principles were ſuch as might 
flociated' with, and were calculated - 
t fuſtain the high honors of his name, moyed for 
its re-commitment ; on which a ſecond debate, oo 
leſs vehement than the former, took p ace, 
ters were warned that a future and bitter day of 
retribytion would inevitably « come, \ when they muſt 
anſwer to the jvsT1cE of their Country for the 
miſchiefs they had already done, and for the irre: 
trievable ruin into which they were plunging the 
nation. « My. head and my heart,” ſaid the Noble 
Moyer, * join in deprecating the horrors of q Civil 
War, \ which will be rendered ftill more dreadful 
by ifs ipvolying in its certain conſequences 2 fo. 
reign one with the combined forces of great and 
powerful nations.“ On the diviſion the minority; 
 appegred to have gained Wat little e the. 
pumber being 288-to 10. 
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he Commons, | held with the Lords, to propoſe their 
Lordſhips' joining in this addreſß; and the Prefi- 


dent, Lord Gower, having made the report, the Earl 
of "Dartmouth moved, that the blank which was left 
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raignment, and defiance, were, in * mode V I 
Hd In that Houſe, dealt in unſparing ; and paſ- 


152 terms.” 'To the aftoniſhment of the Houſe, 


Lord Mansfield, who had ever appea ed, to har. 
bor an inveterate enmity. to America, « declared, 
* bd hed impoſition, of the port-duties, of I 767 | 
was a meaſure the moſt abſurd and pernicious that 
Sal be deviſed, and the cauſe of all our preſent 
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a ure, and had never given it 
ir appro tion. A general ſentiment of amaze» 
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a Bill to reſtrain the trade and cor 
| New-England, Provinces, and to prol hem 
from, carrying on the fiſheries on the Shaka, 5 

dewioundland. This Bill excited freſh, .debai 
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that the expence would be enormous; but this 
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mented that Brunſwickers, once the advocates of 
Liberty in Europe, ſhould; now. be ſent to ſubju- 
gate it in America.“ The diviſion was in this 
Houſe. no leſs in favor: of. the Miniſters. than in 
that of the Commons; the, numbers, on putting | 
the queſtion, being 100 to 32. On a demand 
ee. de by the. Secretary of War for 
all the 2656 of the Oppoſition aha. They . | 
monſtrated, by a reference to the Journals; that 
neither the glorious campaign of 1704, which 
& the German Empire, nor that o 1760, 
which, Was crowned: by the conqueſt f C 
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Bi On t the, e July he wrote from. C Coriel' 
1 on the Delawar: „ Howe's in a manner 
abandoning Burgoyne i is ſo unaccountable a mat- 


ter, that till I am fully. aſſured it is ſo, I cannot 


help. caſting. my eyes conti ually behind me.“ 
When the Engliſh. fleet, after. touching at the 
eee e ee to ſea, Genera 
aſhington ſtill writes under Wes 1NHuen 
the ſame 0 rſuaſion:. 46 It appears, bn . he, ce that 
General Howe has been ractiſin 
to draw our whole force to this i, Counter- 
march your diviſion, and proceed with all poſlible 
xpedition- to Peek's«kill.” Again, Auguſt 3: 

i « The conduct of the enemy is difficult and diſ- 
trefling to be underſtood: ;” and not till the latter 
end of the month, was the doubt entirely removed. 
+, The Engliſh fleet,” ſays he (Auguſt 22), * have 
entered the Cheſapeak; there is not now the leati 
danger of Howe's going to New England.” 1t 
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on tl But on being fully cer 71 
tified, that the. French, fleet had departed. tor the. | 
Welt Indies, be re * ſumed, the projet which he had. 
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u, Who commanded a Legion 'of ' cavalry; 
. Minty Uiſtinguifhed himſelf by ee act y 
And fucceſs of His enterpriſes.. 
Tus capital having furrendert pple bert aid 
as to ours the Benera ſbrititibit'&f the intia- 
bita nts: to this end, a large body of troops under 
i 4 Coe ans marched over the Santee, towards 
that Frontier which bordets upon the moſt popu- 
tous parts of North" Carolina. This movement 
8 an RE Is fetreat of fuch” corps as had 
been 1 there collected for the relief of Charleſtown. | 
One of t heſe. was unexpectedly attacked and für- 
105 5 by / Tarleton" S legion, which had marched 
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created in England by the junction 
Spain vhich took place 
ſoon after the delivery of the Spaniſh mani- 
In Auguſt 3 779, they entered the channel 
y it of ſixty-five ſhips q of the line, accom- 
ann d by a. cloud of frigates, ſloops, and fireſhips. : 
| The Engliſh fleet, commanded by Sir Charles 
Hardy, who had receiyed no inſtructions to pre- 
vent this formidable junction, being utterly. unable 
to encounter fo prodigious a force, was com lled 
ſo retire retire to the narrow part of the channel, whilſt 
the flagsof France and Spain menaced and inſulted i 
the Engliſh coaſts without moleſtation or control. : 
' Plymouth. was, by the unacoountable negligence 
of the Miniſters, left fo entirely. deſtitute of the 
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Britiſh ſeas, was, the -and.reſo- 
| lution with which. it ſuddenly inſpired the inhabit- | 
ants of the kingdom of Ireland, who had, h anerto; 
contented themſelyes with feeble lamentations and. 
unayailing complaints; Seeing themſelves in 
manner abandoned. by England, their roops with- 
drawn, their commerce unprotected, their, griey-, 
ances unredreſſed, military and mercantile aſſoeia- 
tions began every whete to, be formed; and. _ 
ſhort- time, to the aſtoniſhment. of the world, an 
5 rn of "fifty. thouſand. volunteers, a if by. magic, 
was created, diſciplined, and equi 
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ſented to the States 83 by Sir Joſeph Tolk; 


who urged in the moſt prefling terms, © that thoſe 


ſhips and their crews may be ſtopped and delivered 


up, which the pirate Paul Jones, who is a rebel 
ſubject, and a criminal of the tate, has taken.” 5 
But their High Mightineſſes anſwered, © that they 
will in no reſpect whatever pretend to judge of the 
legality or illegality of the actions of thoſe who © 
have on the open ſeas taken any veſſels which do 
not belong to this country, and bring them into 
any ports of the Republic; and that they are not 
authorized to paſs judgment either on thoſe prizes, 
or on the perſon of Paul Jones.” This was an an- 
ſwer hard of digeſtion to the Engliſh Court, and 
which indeed clearly indicated the partiality of the 
2 ; but ths: quarrel 


Republic to the cauſe of Americ: 
between the two countries en en 


ing more and more ſerious, was not yet ſufficiently A 


matured for an actual rupture. 
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To the Jafoleace 100 adulation of Lark Sars ichs 
by this occaſion, hiſtory affords perhaps no juſter parallel than | 
dhe ſpeech. of Marnponivus to Xzrxes on his projected invaſion 
ol Greece, as recorded by the pen of Herodotus. « Sir,” ſaid 
the ſlave to the deſpot, « you are not only the moſt illuſtrious | | 
or all the Perfians who have. hitherto appeared, but you may | l 
ſecurely defy the competition of poſterity. You are entitled to A 
our particular admiration for not ſuffering the people of Tona, mY 
ible as they are, to INSULT Us with i impunity. It would 1 
Z indeed be prepoſterous, if, after reducing to our power the Sac, 5 3 g 


the Indians, he Ethiopians, and the Affyrians, with many other 2 
great and illuſtrious nations, we ſhould' not infli&t vengeance on 5 1 
| thoſe Gazgxs, who without provocation have moleſted us. There | 

can be nothing to excite our alarm—no multitude of troope— -- 

Reer | 
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Sir, wall oppoſe you at the head of the forcesand fleets of Afi r 
The Greeks I think never can be ſo audacious, If, however, I 


Sly gectived, 2 ſhall be fo wav as to engage ws, 
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wen of mankind.” How well the predictions of theſe vain 
boaſters were verified let SANS and Sazaroca tell! The 


mabje& manner in which the GU Kino ſubſequently ſued by 
his A for ing. with fawping flattery the 
friendſhip and ence the fer very gle he had nn 
treated, and the diſdainful refuſal of the Athenians to enter into 
ny a as ſo A Teen army ee within the 
ſame hiſtorian, © You may be affored,” ay theſe ſons of freedom, 
e that your endeavours to perſuade us into an alliance with the 
BARBARIANS never will. ſuceeed, On, Abe part of the Athe- 
nians, we declare, that as long as the ſun ſhall. continue his or- 
courſe, ſo long will we a avoid any friendſhip with Xerxes 
S long will we continue to refilt bim. "Hereaſter do not pre- 
"Tame to enter at Aikenian aſſpmbly with overtares of this Kind.: 
F H ered, book viti. leck. * It is curious to remark, that the 
Laureai Whitchead, ic in his New Year's s Ode for 1774. has con- 
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